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The early history of developmental language impairment in late 19th century Britain is considered through the critical examination of three papers appearing in 1891 by Hadden, Golding-Bird and Hale White, and Taylor. They represent innovative investigations of child language disorders whose themes and concerns are resonant today. The term 'idioglossia' was coined to identify this new impairment and reflected the belief by some that these children spoke an invented language. Rather than viewing these children as having some constitutional deficiency, these 19th century physicians were novel in insisting that children with language impairments merited extensive clinical investigation and treatment.
Their case descriptions and the subsequent debates regarding classification and prognosis are reviewed. Further consideration is given to how these cases led to questioning the relation between language and speech and other aspects of child development and disorder. Reflection on the early sources of clinical categories provides a new perspective on our current formulations for variation in developmental language trajectories. ª 2011 Elsevier Srl. All rights reserved.
Introduction
Specific language impairment and developmental speech disorders are of considerable research interest presently and explorations of special populations figure in major accounts of child language (e.g., Bavin, 2010). Currently, the incidence of child speech and language difficulties is estimated at approximately 14% (Broomfield and Dodd, 2004) . However, the theoretical, clinical and experimental investigations of developmental language impairments were relatively rare until quite recently. Forgotten early pioneering work by a small group of clinicians working in London at the end of the 19th century has been uncovered. An examination of how developmental language disorders were considered in the 1890s illuminates present-day concerns with the nature of these special populations and how investigating them can contribute to our theoretical understanding of developmental language disorders. The first detailed description of "defects of articulation" was published in 1891 by Walter Baugh Hadden (1856e1893), physician at Great Ormond Street Hospital for Sick Children, London. He described the developmental language impairment of three boys who were thought to have developed normally in all other respects. This report resulted in a special
